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1.
There are several discussion topics included in this file.  Feel free to use as many as you want.  You can set up tables for 6-8 people and designate different topics for each table.

2.
Designate a topic for each table.  For each table, make 6-8 copies of the discussion questions pertaining to the topic to be discussed so that everyone at the table has a copy of the discussion questions.  On the back of one of the copies, place the answers (if there are any answers included for that topic).

3.
At the bottom of each page of discussion questions, there is a list of resources that are to be provided at the table.  Gather those resources together and make available at least one copy of each resource listed.  Many of the resources can be downloaded from the AHIMA Community of Practice site and Body of Knowledge sites.

4.
It is preferable to appoint a moderator for each topic if you can, but it is not necessary in these small groups.  Discussion will still occur without a designated moderator.

NEOPLASMS

1.  You have 15 minutes to discuss this topic before moving to a table with a different topic that interests you.

2. Go around the table and introduce yourself (name, occupation, what region of the state you are from, etc.)

3. Rules:  there are no rules.  This is your opportunity to seek input from your peers on the above topic and to network with your colleagues and meet new friends.  Your assistance in recording issues for further discussion is appreciated.  There is a form provided.  Have fun!

4. If you wish, you may utilize some or all of the questions below to generate discussion.  One person at your table has answers to questions on the back of this page.

Neoplasms - Discussion questions and topics

Sequencing of Codes for Neoplastic diseases:

1. Treatment directed at Primary Site (Faye Brown. 2008 edition, pg. 300)

2. Treatment directed at secondary Site (Faye Brown.  2008 edition, pg. 300) 

3. Admission for complication associated with a Malignant Neoplasm (Faye Brown. 2008 edition, pg. 301)

4. Admission or Encounter Solely for Administration of Radiotherapy, Immunotherapy or Chemotherapy  (Faye Brown. 2008 edition, pg. 300-302)

5. Malignant Ascites  (Faye Brown. 2008 edition, pg. 303)


Neoplasms - Test Your Knowledge 
A.  Answer the following questions either true or false

1. Morphology of neoplasms refers to the study of the form and structure of the tissue and cells from which the neoplasm arises.    T or F 

2. Metastatic neoplasms can be identified by their morphology, which is identical to the morphology for the surrounding normal tissue and cells at the metastatic site.  T or F

3. Morphology codes, such as M8090/3, are located in ICD-9-CM, volume 1, chapter 2, entitled Neoplasms.  T or F

4. For morphology code M8090/3, the digit 3 identified the behavior of the neoplasm as malignant Tor F
5. In hospitals and other health care settings, the use of the morphology codes (M codes) is optional, depending on the user’s needs. T or F
(See answers in Faye Brown 2008 edition pg. 289) 

B.  Provide definitions to the following terms:

1. “Metastatic To” 

2. “Metastatic From” 

3. “Multiple Metastatic Sites” 
4. “Single Metastatic Sites” 

See narrative and description of terms in Faye Brown 2008 edition pg 293 

PATHOLOGICAL FRACTURES

1.  You have 15 minutes to discuss this topic before moving to a table with a different topic that interests you.

2. Go around the table and introduce yourself (name, occupation, what region of the state you are from, etc.)

3. Rules:  there are no rules.  This is your opportunity to seek input from your peers on the above topic and to network with your colleagues and meet new friends.  Your assistance in recording issues for further discussion is appreciated.  There is a form provided.  Have fun!

4. If you wish, you may utilize some or all of the questions below to generate discussion.  One person at your table has answers to questions on the back of this page.

Pathological Fractures - Discussion questions and topics:

1. What is the definition of a pathological fracture?

2. Discuss the difference between a pathological fracture versus a stress fracture.
3. Discuss treatment for these fractures.
4. What is the subcategory ICD-9 Code used when patient is in active treatment?

5. Discuss coding guidelines as it relates to the assignment of pathological fractures.

6. What does the term “stress reaction” mean?

7. How does it relate to stress fracture?

8. Discuss different conditions such as cancer, infection, osteoporosis and the relationship with pathological fracture.  

Pathological Fractures - References 

http://orthopedics.about.com/od/brokenbones/ss/pathologic_2.htm
Faye Brown ICD-9 Coding Handbook, 2008 Edition pg. 198.
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